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Islam it is enough to notice that there is apparently no country
where the first is the prevailing religion in which woman is
hindered by religion from obtaining a position almost, if not
quite, on an equality with man, and similarly, no country where
tha second prevails where woman is not in a degraded position.
. , . Under Christianity she is everywhere free. Under Islam
she is everywhere a slave. The pious Mohammadan, like the pious
Jew, thanks God that he has not been made a woman. The pioos
Mohammadan woman, like the pious Jewess, thanks Grod that she
has been made according to the Creator's will. Man and woman
alike recognise that to be a woman is to be in an inferior condition.
This feeling of the degradation of woman so pervades Turkey that
the poorer classes of Christians have even become infected by it.
When a son is born there is nothing but congratulations. When
a daughter, nothing but condolences. A polite Turk, if he has
occasion to mention his wife, will do so with an apology. He
regards it as a piece of rudeness to mention the fact to you,
and it would be equally rude for him to inquire after your wife,
or to hint that he knew you were guilty of anything so unmen-
tionable as to have one. Charles the Twelfth told his queen that
she had been chosen to give children, and not advice. The Turk
regards woman as destined solely for the same purpose and for his
pleasure. Probably polygamy is of itself sufficient to account for
the way in which Mohammadans regard woman. But whether
this is so or not, there is one infltfence which polygamy asserts
which accounts for the low ideal of woman prevalent in all Muslim
countries. When a man has a number of wives it is impossible
that they can all become his companions and his confidantes, or
that one of them can become his companion or confidante to the
same extent as if the man had only one wife. Hence a man who
is limited to one will not be contented with beauty alone. He
must have a certain amount of intelligence and education. The
Turk, on the other hand, has no reason whatever to think of
anything except beauty. As he never means to see much of *his
wife, intelligence or education is a matter of small account. If he
can afford it he will have a Circassian wife, a woman who has
been "reared with the intention of being sold, who has not an idea
in h^r head, who has seen nothing, and knows nothing. Such a
woman would be as objectionable as a wife to the great majority
of Europeans as a South Sea Island beauty. But she satisfies